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Projects 

Projects related to anadromous fish species, sturgeons and shads. 

1. Fish behaviour preparatory study at Iron Gate Hydropower dams and reservoirs. 
financed by European Investment Bank, 2014-2015 

The global objectives of project were to restore fish migration on the Danube river, focusing on 
the main migration barrier - the Iron Gates hydropower dams between Romania and Serbia – as 
part of the legal requirements under the Water Framework Directive. 
The specific objectives were to test and adapt different telemetry techniques (radio – and 
acoustic) on sturgeon, in order to achieve the detection resolution required to precisely determine 
the preferred location of the fishpass entrances at the Iron Gate hydropower and navigation 
systems as well as to prepare and train sturgeon tagging and tracking teams from Bulgaria and 
Serbia, in order for them to become partner in the future larger telemetry study on sturgeon 
behaviour in relation to the Iron Gate hydropower and navigation systems. 

2. Ex-situ survey to preserve sturgeon genetic diversity in the Middle and Lower Danube, 
financed by EU and the City of Vienna, 2015-2016 

The objectives were to obtain an overview of existing ex-situ facilities in Middle and Lower 
Danube area, acquire support of local stakeholders and fishery authorities for sturgeon 
conservation and to develop a roadmap for future actions in ex-situ conservation  

3. Pontic shad (Alosa immaculata) during migration, Short Term Scientific Mission (STSM) 
project by COST Action FA1304: FITFISH - Swimming of fish and implications for migration 
and aquaculture, 2016 

Work involved collection of material for DNA analysis of shad specimens caught in Danube 
Delta as well as in Serbian part of the Danube River at rkm 862. Material collected also for 
geometric morphometrics and otolith analysis.  
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