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ic plants, with which I have never had any contact before, 
as well as with questions about the evaluation and analysis 
of the data. Communication during the field work was not 
 always so easy due to the mix of different nationalities and 
languages, but that was precisely why the collaboration with 
the many researchers was a great asset for me and I was 
able to get to know a wide range of working methods related 
to water.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my 
gratitude to Prof. Dr. Bernd Cyffka, who convinced me to 
accept this wonderful offer and supported the application 
for the funding program BAYHOST, without which I might 
not have been able to undertake this trip, as well as to my 
supervisor Dr. Barbara Stammel, who accompanied me dur-
ing this adventurous workflow. The stay in Serbia was an 
incredible experience for me and I wouldn’t want to miss it!
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News and Notes
A new book dedicated to Alpine rivers  

Thundering waterfalls, mysterious gorges, raging rapids, 
wide floodplains: The landscapes of the Alps are essentially 
shaped by flowing waters. Societal development in the Al-
pine region is closely linked to the rivers and their human 
uses. ’Rivers of the Alps’ offers for the first time a com-
prehensive documentation of the importance of the Alpine 
rivers from numerous professional perspectives. From ge-
ology, water balance and morphology to flora and fauna, 
to mythology and artistic reflection, the book describes the 
origin and function of rivers, as well as their ecological, so-
cial and economic significance in history and the present. 

The extent and consequences of human use are taken 
into account, as well as the need for coordination between 
protection and use interests. Portraits of more than fifty riv-
ers provide a pan-Alpine overview, present the respective 
characteristics and invite visitors to visit the unique river 
landscapes of the Alps.

Susanna Muhar, Andreas Muhar, Gregory Egger, Dominik Siegrist (Eds., 
2019): Rivers of the Alps - Diversity in Nature and Culture. Haupt Verlag 
Bern. 512 pages, hardcover

ISBN: 978-3-258-08114-4


